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of maintaining intact the absolute power that he had
inherited from his father.

Here is the way in which one of the authors cited above
has recounted the scene which occurred at the Winter
Palace on the day when the representatives of the
Zemstvos called to present their homage to the Emperor
Nicholas:

" The autocrat strutted pompously into the brilliantly
lighted hall, and with knitted brows and tightly drawn
lips turned wrathfully upon the chosen men of the
nation, and, "stamping his little foot, ordered them to
put away such chimerical notions, which he would never

entertain."

I am sorry that I must differ from my friend Dr.
Dillon in my account of this scene, but, in reality,
things happened in quite another fashion. I have it
from several eye-witnesses that, far from addressing the
representatives of the Zemstvos in a pompous or haughty
manner, the attitude of the Emperor Nicholas, was
one of timidity and embarrassment, and it was with some
hesitation and a lack of assurance that he read from the
paper which he held in his hand, containing the famous
address. Furthermore, I know from an absolutely in-
disputable source, that the response which the Emperar
was to make had been the subject of lively discussion
between the Emperor and his advisers. Nichoks IL
hesitated to break lances with the delegates of the
Zemstvos, and inclined towards a less peremptory reply,
but his counsellors, headed by M. Pobiedonostzeff, per-
suaded him that he owed to the memory of his father a
firm maintenance of the traditions of the preceding
and that he must cut short all liberal